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The Okura Tokyo

Tokyo, Japan
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mmediately upon entering The Okura Tokyo, located in the

city’s dense Toranomon business district, an “Okura aura”

will wash over you. Step through the front door to the check-in

desk ofthis vast, 508-room property, and an impressive chore-

ography will ensue, swiftly transitioning you into an entirely
different space of mind, body. and spirit. A world of Japanese sim-
plicity, elegance, tradition, and innovation will seamlessly unfold.
You may experience awe, or maybe even a floating feeling, as if
you're in an ethereal dream. This hotel is so exquisite, so well-run,
thought-through, and considered, that it seems almost too perfect
for this world.

Since opening in 1962, The Okura’s mission has been “best
accommodation, best cuisine, best service,” and it shows. To
that, I would like to unofficially add: “best design.” Though the
original hotel, a midcentury icon designed by Yoshiro Taniguchi
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iy re-created and pesureceted by Yoshio, who treated it
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<acred, passed [rom father ta sen. Extraordinarily. Yoshio
net only Taithfully reproduced the design, materials, and
favout af his father's ariginal creation ialbeit tuming the
room go digrees), but alse the atmasphere—the light. the
aroustics, the temperatues, the aieflow. the feel. T visited
the ald Okura in early 2m3, just before it was demolished,
anil as soon as | walked intg the new lebby, | instantly
sensed an uncanny familiariee, [was o5 i Tl been tans:
poreed back in time to the old hotel =the space was much
as [ eemembered it—only now, nestled within a 4i-loar
hvseraper, it fels refreshed and full of a new Kind ol energy.

Theres an enduring intimacy o The Okuara that belies
the sleek highe-rise ivs bocated inside. Thankfully, the
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pming alorig the winidows; the bambos shoji ——
lacquered tables and chairss and the classic warly g,
leetch and Sciko wall clock—its all still ther, Preserye]
pesgoned, and rimelessly held in place.

The Prestige Tower itself is like a ity within 5 iy,
1|-,,.-‘.{|,'|__.ﬁuj...uml practically hidden—between gy eighi
Jewe] Base amd upper loors are is HMJprin.murgm
Searting on the zzth Moor, theres a fitness center and g,
with a fiveJane, Saeloot {25 -meter) pool, then gue o,
iMoors 25-400 amel a eluly lounge (Noor 57, and on the very
tap, the Snanka teppanyaki restaurant, the Huﬂiglllbqr
and lownge, and a “sky chapel™ and banguet romne, The
loblsy level includes the all-day-dining restauram Oy
and the adjacent Orehid Bar, a jewelny boutique, and 3
fower shop, while the sixth Roor houses the Toh-Ka-Lin
Chinese restaurant, a “salon” space. and a business e
terwith four private meeting rooms. More banguet reoms
anid a15-store shopping arcade are also onsite,

At the narthwest corner of te Prestige Tower, & serene,
portal-like hallway leads guests to the Heritage Wiag 2
1-floor “wnnex” structure drenched in warm, cleanlinad
Tapanese minimalism. Designed entirely by Yoshio and
filled with idetena arrangements and timeless divo
the Luilding exudes o fodomomalike sensibility. (R
the uninitiated, a fokomosda is an alcove commm in
Japanese tearsoms for displaving objects, petures, ani
flowers.) A stairwell in the lobby—which includes a 41 el
(. 5-meter)tall wisteria-shaped chandelier, conceived
by the Beirut-horn, Paris-based architect Lina Ghotmet
amd made of purple-hued Crech glass—leads g
downstairs to the Japanese restaurant Yamazato, vhidh
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[oores the seddreestyle Chosho-an teahouse, originally
paiile i g by the master carpenter Sertoji Nakamura
o sensitively installed by Yoshio, On the Heritage Wing
il Mook is a second restaurant, Nouvelle Epo<que,
wlich serves French ouisine, (Remarkably, Yamagata and
e e Epogque are the anly two restaurants in the world
desiened by Yeshiog On the building's exterior, The Okura
Fareilv erest, o godbadbinds, o ive-lavered diamond, runs
upe e walls, adding further texture to the building.
| staved in ome of the property’s wo spacious Heritage
Foams, which ramge from 570 (o G758 square fect (55 to O3
e meters), and are just slightly larger in size than the
Prescige Rooms housed in the neighboring tower, While
iecidedly contemparary in feeling, the meditative design

ol the Heritage Rooms evokes traditional JTapanese archi-

tecture, Featuring arand views, the SPACCS SUMMen i
senee of phadder, or “borreveed scenery” where the outside
hecames a part of the inside, Then there are the high-end
amenities: Each Heritage Room includes a steam room, as
weell as a jet bath, a heated bathroom floor, amdl a walk-in
eloset, Every night, immaculately ironed pajamas are laidl
out during turndown service, As a guest, it's impossible
not o fiee] pampered.

The “gate” to this sprawling, shiny new campus is
the enchamting Okura Sguare, which features a central
iz4-foot (42-meter)-wide water reflecting pool and a carpet-
like road covered in granite and styled in defdmatse, a
clessic Japanese checkered pattern. On the southwest
corner of the site sits the Okura Museum of Art, originally
designed by It Chiita and completed in g7, Japan's old-
eal existing private art museum, it was founded by the

Tt Cavirn Tetopry

businessman Kihachiro Okura. the Gther of the hotel's
foumnder, Kishichire Okora, and holds an impressive 2,500
wirrks in its collection, Registered as a Tangible Culuseal
Property of Japan, the museumn was moved o feer (6.5
meters) in order to accommodaie the sites new liyout,
and its interior was subsequently renovated by Yoshio, In
many ways, the muscom amnd its haldings serve as o fit-
ting, deeperooted metaphor and framework for the entire
Olhura expericnce,

The refreshed site also includes a 52-acee (15 hecane]
green space in the form of a garden, Inspired by the dvodae-
saed, or "meandering warer,” garden previously located on
the seventh Aoor of the original main building, this new
space [eatures hydrangeas, Siberian irises, and sweet Mlag
grass; many replanted trecs and replaced stones from the
old structure; and even a camphor tree first planted by the
Meiji-cra admiral Togo Heihachin,

Beyond The Okur's extraosdinary design, its the
readended, o supreme level of hospitality and mindful.
ness, that pervades the property. The service is so discrectly
done that it practically dissolves (during my stay, there
was always someond there to help, but never in a way that

Felt invasive). For Shinji Umehara, the president and repre-

sentative director of The Okura Tokyo, the hotel serves as
Japan’s reception hall—something it has strived to be from
the start. Located across the street from the ULS, embassy

and the 1.5, ambassadors residence, there is indeed a dip

lomatie—if decidedly low-key and unfusgy—nature to the

place, The Okura Tokyo invites you in with a graceful, ele-

gant bow, and through both its highly refined design and
wensitive service says, “freshadmer” Welcome,
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