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REALISATION  Zoitx Moxon -y

Ouvert au public fin septembre 2017 au Cap,
le Zeitz Mocaa (Museum of Contemporary
Art Africa) est désormais, avec plus de

100 salles d’exposition sur 6000 m?,

le plus grand musée du continent africain.
Lina Ghotmeh, co-auteur du Musée national
d'Estonie, livre ici son enthousiasme pour
1'opération de réhabilitation conduite par

le Britarmique  omas Heatherwick, quia
procédé a la transformation « chirurgicale»
d'unanciensilo a grains afind’o rir 21a ville
'un de ses principaux péles d'attractivits.
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DOSSIER

The Zeitz Mocaa (Museumn of

Contemporary Art Africa), which opened

to the public in Cape Town end of

September 2017 has become the largest

museurn on the African continent,

with more than 100 exhibition halls

over 6,000 sq. metres, Lina Ghotmeh,

co-author of the National Museumn of

Estonia, gives an enthusiastic appraisal

of the rehabilitstion led by British

designer Thomas Heatherwick, who has

used surgical precision to transform

a disused grain silointo one of

Cape Town's main attractions,
On the shores of the Atanto, ovesrlookad by granke
MOUN g, |n tha oldast werking port of South A s,
In Cape Town sits & silent witress w international
race: 3 nine-stonay conerate grain sib. AL ST maves,
itwas the wliest bullding in Sub-Saharan Afica when
it weas built in 1021 A srking colieetion of multipls
concrete cylinders, It & lkea watch e boking out
over the owsan The machineof 3 building was hores
10 4 whole chain of procedures: veeighing. cleaning.
bagging, steing and disributing corn, only o epot it

again, 10 be iadedonto the world s cargo ships
Tha unintandad sesthatio of grain elavators, faithiul in

Jochen Zetzand the b of ransfir ming the buiding
was aiven to Briteh designes T homas Hasthenvick
Hesthawik is known for emibracing the history of
structiras and Qiving tham a wist fcusiomed ©
traaking the rules, he ook on the roke of a surgeon
in his raamant of the $1D, hald fes £ har p oraftran’s
scalpe! and ama des s with a whirns ksl bodily reatas
ha dalicately canves in tha heart of the building. Whilke
detrk limon the oor of the operating spsce, sunshine
saspe through the skin of tha rarseoted cylinders,
shecding light on the esserce of the architecture The
subiractad mather invites Mzitors 1o purnp life badk into
e heartof the silo. Lke grains of corn arnid cobur
Rl ar werks, bodies i badk on the reves kkd conerate
weins and lock up on the timely Gothic suspension
that tha cathadrsl-lke refashioned interice ambodies
before they are ked texplora the exhibition galksies
davand intha "werking housa”
Haatherwick s Intirvention ewokes Gordon bilatta
Clark’s 1975 conical intarsacts through which the
i exphrad derelicr bulidings In New Yerk. aiming
© engaze people with srustures where Modar nem
had failed © engane them. These bullding cuk were
ot mesnt 1o baresd as destustion bul as invitations
O inervens Inhabit and rarsbri the memory of
the exsting. Az Mata-Clark’ intenvantiors, heose of
Haatharwick opan 3 nav way of saeing our heritage
Itiz ro longer & matter of "raka-

ther Rnctional form o the  rstgrainelaatr invented  AS Matla-Clark's  bilinting” o “renovating” but

by the marohant Joseph Dart and hiz anginers in  jmerventions, 3 meessity of “reviving!! Thus
Bulalo, Nesww York, in 1842.43, has baen an endiring those of the architeot |locks 3t derelict
source of Beeiraton. Waker Gropiss, the father of Heatherwick Srustures a5 oorpoes, 35 lying
the Bauhaus, userd the erm “naler Foemwile” - 2 bodies neading revival in arder
nave Formmal intenton - to deseribe thess buildings open a new way for them to dreain in life agan.
He considared tem © ba benchmarks i modern  OTSEEING OUF htater and its absence becorne
arehisotural discowse and published photographs  heritage equilly powerful; art, archiso
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of American grain sios in “Jatrbwh des Dautschen
Werkbundes " Gropius wrote: “the avidance of these
bulidings doss not darive Fom thair mater &l super
ierity or giganto dimensions but it s rather in tha
masnng that tha corstreetio n @xpragses in the prech
sionofits hrge forms, thair 2 uto no my 4 nd their clarity”
There i littie nostaigia of history in the laest incar
naton of Cage Towns grain =ik, As grain storage and
processing became obsolete and the Yietoria 8. AlFed
Wiaterfont underwentlengthy redewelopment, the aban
dorad s ko was sssned 3 new furoton:thatof housing
a ool tion of consempora y African art The creation
of the Zet: Mocas Museum was pivotal in the rans
formation of fewater Fontinto a culturaland o wktic
destination, which now atracts 23 million visitors par
year The idea was the bralnchild of for mer Puma CEO

ture, MnovE tio nand lifa coincide
© prioc uce rewv mesn ings
£z an arohacokgy of the prazent. oating beMwoen
destyuction and corsyuction, rarsformation and
consaration, matty and vold, intukion and precizion,
furction and aesthetios, o pposing emotions oo ur at
the regained heart of the Zaite Mocas. Heatherwick’s
studio leacks the way Dwarcts 2 new prodwctivethinking
where wee can enjoy srchitectre 3 3 living body with
3 heart standing on the wata font, i bulging gliss
“eyes" (the windows of 3 vestw hotelat the wp of
tha buidingd baking out 1 52 The Zaits Mocaa calls
= onan immersive yetesslusive o yage into contern
porary Al can art
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Il "'est plus question
de«réhabiliter » ou de

« rénover », mais hien de la
nécessité de «revitaliser».

Itis no longer a matter
of “rehabilitating” or
“renovating” but a
necessity of “reviving’
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